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bravery, that if they possessed brave hearts themselves, they
would follow his example, and accompany him to war. They
could not resist this ancient and superstitious custom; and so
one after another joined in the war song and tasted the dogs’
hearts, tél all had become followers of De Langlade, and he
led them forth to the grand council at I’Arbre Croche. After
the grand council was held, and brave speeches made, the In-
dian force, under De Langlade and De Verville, embarked upon
Lake Michigan; and upon arriving at St. Joseph’s, they learned
of Hamilton’s surrender, and returned much dissatisfied.*

My grandfather, De Langlade, remained in service in the
Indian Department till the end of the war; and he and his
faithful companion and nephew, Gautier De Verville, both serv-
ing as captains. As there were no expeditions by the Ameri-
cans against the North-West, there was no active service for
them to perform.

I will mention what little I know of an event at this period,
but in which, however, my grandfather had no part. Jean
Marie Ducharme, a trader from Montreal, had wended his
way up the Missouri river with goods, and ecarried on a
profitable trade with the Indians, but without license or
permission of the Spanish authorities at Pancore or St. Lonis;
and the consequence was, that as he descended the Missouri
with his boat of furs and peltries, a band of Spaniards inter-
cepted him; the most of his party, when they saw the Span-
iards approaching, fled and left him, when he had only a
young man whom he had raised, and a Pawnee Indian, re-
maining with him, who fired upon their assailants. They were
too weak, however, to make any successful resistance, and fi-
rally fled, and though the Spaniards endeavored to take Du-
charme, he eluded them and escaped. His goods were seized
and confiscated, to the value of four or five thousand dollars.

*The result of this expedition is given on the authority of Col. De
Peyster's Miscellanies. L. C. D.



